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Elected Official Mock Interview
Legislator’s Background
My selected elected official of interest is Anthony Portantino Jr., who is the acting Senator in the California State District 25. The legislator was born on January 29th, 1961, in Long Branch, NJ. He grew in his home city of La Canada Flintridge, CA. He studied Bachelor of Science, in psychology and Business at Albright College. Anthony Portantino, Jr. has one of the most appealing political histories. Currently, he serves as a Democrat representing the 25th Senate District which is made up of different portions of the San Gabriel Valleys and San Fernando. Before he was elected to the State Senate, Portantino, Jr. worked in the California State Assembly stretching from 2006 to 2012, while representing the 44th Assembly District.  Portantino was elected in 2016 after defeating his competitor Mike Antonovich who was the Republican Los Angeles. Portantino served for two terms in the La Canada Flintridge City Council, from 1999 to 2006. His professional competence entails working in the art department and also as the Property Master with the American Playhouse (California Legislative Information, 2019).
 In 2010, he applied for Screen Actors Guild in 2010, where he projected an anti-gatecrashing law which was aimed at party-crashing an infringement with accomplishment of up to six months in jail or a fine worth $1000. He believed that crashing created a significant threat to public safety. Portantino, while serving in the California State Assembly, informed the Congress that he had an interest to run for Congress against David Dreier even before the district was drawn. Later on, he completed the context against Senator Carol Liu in the State Senates District 25. In the year 2013, Portantino laid out determined strategies to actively campaignfor senate post of the District 25 via term limits in 2016. In the second quarter of 2019, Portantino served as Senate Appropriations Committee Chair, and he applied pocket veto to block the SB50, a high minded bill which proposed for core reforms addressed to the California housing crisis from leaving committee and enter senate debate for voting. Portantino has been quite influential in his entire political career.
Summary of the legislator’s current political involvement
Based on his legislative competence, Senator Portantino has been at the forefront in recommending significant reforms in healthcare. As such, Portantino has actively participated in separate current bills such as bills AB166, SB66, AB512. He has been over-ambitious to make necessary legislative changes which will help in assessing, restoring and possibly maintaining improved health care services for all Americans. In Bill AB166, Portantino expressed his concern to the existing violence preventive services established in the Medi-Cal program implemented in the State Department of Health Care Services where people get health care services. The legislator asserts that a more significant proportion of people who are violently injured are likely to be reinjured and to participate in varied endeavors as part of community trauma, violence and retaliation which again increases the risks of violent reinjure (California Legislative Information, 2019).
 In this bill, Portantino is convinced that qualified violence prevention professionals should have completed accredited training in addition to the certification program for violence prevention professionals. He also recommends that there is need to consider the relevance of peer support services such as mentorship, counselling, conflict mediation, and crisis intervention as well, practices which will fully complement the existing violence preventive service policies. In bill SB66 on Medi-Cal: Federally qualified health center and rural health clinic services, Portantino defined that federally qualified health care services in addition to rural health clinic services have had benefits under the Medi-Cal program, to be reimbursed to the different level in which the federal financial participation is obtained. 
The legislator provides that the proposed bill will suitably allow for reimbursement for different visits to take place within a day when after the first visit the patient is found to have an injury that requires several visits for acute diagnosis and treatment. He also values that the bill will suitably allow either FQHC or RHC to vary their service provision costs depending on per-visit rate and to bill a medical visit and a mental health visit that takes place on the single location and separate visits as defined in the bill (California Legislative Information, 2019).  Portantino attests that there is a need for health care departments to submit a state plan amendment to the federal centers for Medicare in addition to Medicaid services to reflect some specific changes in the bill (California Legislative Information, 2019). Also, the bill AB512 “Medi-Cal: specialty mental health services” defines that the department of health should implement and manage mental health care for Medi-Cal beneficiaries via contracts with acute psychiatric plans, among others. However, this bill mandates each mental health plan to prepare a cultural competency assessment plan to address certain matters, such as mental health disparities in access, utilization, and outcomes by varied categories. 
Legislator’s Current Policy Agenda
Portantino hints that there is a need for the mental health service policies which will pave the way to assemble a committee to review in addition to approving the cultural competency assessment plan and to ensure culturally competent assessment plan to the department. The healthcare departments needs to develop policies and protocol for monitoring performance of each mental health service in addition to reporting varied identified matters to support varied mental health disparities reduction targets (California Legislative Information, 2019). The legislator hypothesizes that violence preventive services have been poorly offered in the USA and hence the policies must be established to govern health care service providers while holding violators responsible for their negligence and medical malpractices. As evident Portantino current policy agendas are quite reflective of the current healthcare needs and hence his proposed bills are worth amendment.
Key interview questions
I am interested in gaining adequate knowledge concerning the importance of the recommended bills in identifying as well as addressing varied health issues attached to each of the proposed bills in the context of the United States. Feel free to give the most appropriate response to the following core interview questions to the best of your understanding. 
1. What interested you most to endorse Bill AB-512 “Medi-Cal: specialty mental health services”?
2. What are the risks attached to the current relaxed violence, preventive laws and services? 
3. What are the most appropriate remedies for poor mental health services? 
Mock Interview Answers
Thank you for providing such thought-provoking and investigate questions regarding the wellness of the American population health. I acknowledge your effort in understanding the importance of healthcare laws and the significant role of bills in contemporary healthcare services. As you are aware, I am a qualified legislator, and I am very ambitious to serve the people of America by expressing promising healthcare demands to the necessary authority on their behalf. In response to your initial question, I understand that the healthcare system of the United States has never been smooth due to varied emerging and threatening population health issues. It has come to my understanding that mental health issues are among the most challenging health issues, and poorly governed mental health services have facilitated this. I am also convinced that the mental health issue is among the leading violators to the wellness of many youths and the future nation. Herein, I felt that properly endorsement bill in mental health services would pave the way for improving healthcare regulations, which will end up saving lives. 
In regard to the second question, it is true that violence is a leading cause of demand for sophisticated medical services such as addressing trauma and depression. The relaxed violence prevention laws would suitably increase the prevalence of injuries amid the at-risk populations; there will be an increased cost of healthcare services in the entire industry. The will be increased violation of public safety and damage of our nation’s reputation due to the inability to address the attached risks. In response to the last question, legislators, in addition to healthcare professionals, should join hands to endorse policies and ensure adoption of the most effective mental health care laws to allow improved health. The public should be enlightened on how to seek for the most appropriate care from the most appropriate departments. The government should extend a hand of concern through facilitation.
Critical Reflection
It is with no doubt that the American healthcare system is never stable; hence, a lot of efforts are demanded to polish the evident challenges. Based on the information garnered in this mock interview, mental health issues in addition to poor violence, preventive services are real threats to the wellness of American health. In my understanding, Portantino proposed the most responsive bills which will suitably address the risks of mental health and violence as well. The proposed bills open a chance for additional researches on the desired quality of healthcare services.

















References
California Legislative Information, (2019). AB-512 Medi-Cal: specialty mental health services. Retrieved from https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB512
California Legislative Information, (2019). Bill SB66. Retrieved from http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB66
California Legislative Information, (2019). Bill AB512. Retrieved from http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB512
[bookmark: _GoBack]
